
Raptor Center Assistant: 
Internship Description January 2021 Start 

 
Summary: 
 
The Raptor Center Assistant (RCA) is an integral member of the Raptor Center 
educational and rehabilitation programs.  Under the tutelage of the Raptor Center 
Director, this year-long internship provides training in raptor rehabilitation and wildlife 
education.  In fulfilment of their training, the RCA maintains responsibility for care of the 
educational ambassadors, rehabilitation patients, educational programs, care of the 
lower floor of the Roost, and the storage rooms used by the Raptor Center on the 
second floor, and outside public areas around the Roost.  There is currently one RCA at 
the Raptor Center who started in June 2020.  This open position will work with the 
current RCA through the end of May 2021, when a new RCA will then be hired.  
Therefore there is always overlap between a “new” RCA and a “seasoned” one. 
 
Training: 
 
Training is an underlying goal of the Raptor Center Assistant experience.  Much of the 
training is hands-on, achieved through the daily practice of Raptor Center operations, 
with ongoing guidance from the Director. Training topics include education, 
rehabilitation, animal husbandry, grant writing, permits, and various professional 
shadowing/development.  Training will happen during normal working hours as well as 
specifically scheduled blocks during the program.  The RCA is expected to participate in 
all training assignments and conduct him/herself professionally during offsite training 
opportunities.   
 
Raptor Center Assistant major responsibilities:  
 

 Daily care of educational ambassadors   
 Daily care of rehabilitation patients   
 Training and enrichment of educational ambassadors 
 Oversight of volunteers   
 Daily cleaning/maintenance of Raptor Center rooms and outdoor area  
 Care of Mouse House breading area 
 Educational programs on and offsite as scheduled 
 Veterinarian trips as needed 
 Transport of birds from Brukner Nature Center as needed 
 Release of birds as needed 
 Intake birds in rehabilitation as needed 
 Purchasing supplies as needed 
 Other duties that pertain to the educational or rehabilitation mission of the Raptor 

Center, and further the training development of the RCA. 
 
 



 
 
 
Hours/Schedule: 
 
RCA hours fluctuate greatly based on the rehabilitation duties, educational programs, 
seasonal feeding times and staffing fluctuations.  The RCAs work together to ensure 
scheduling and coverage of bird care as well as after hour bird intakes while also 
making sure everyone has sufficient time off to rest and recharge.  Communication is 
key to ensure everyone’s time is respected.   
 
Stipend: 
 
$350/week payable via direct deposit.  Federal and state withholdings apply. 
 
Housing: 
 
The Raptor Center Assistant is provided a furnished bedroom in the Roost.  The Roost 
also has a kitchen, bathrooms, and living room.  Other interns often times live in the 
Roost as well, but everyone has a private room. 
 


